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Sean Clark is once again back on firm ground for this month’s Book ‘em —

and he’s taking a look at one of his all time favourites.
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The Internet Edge in
Business

Chrislopher Watking and
Stephen Marenka
Academic Press
Rating: * %«

ith the home Intermat book
Wmarm‘;: 50 saluraled. it

seems thal e current
rend in publishing is to
release As many hooks as
pussible with the worg
‘Dusiness” in the Ulle! No
dowvdl this is [0 caplure The
interest 0l il of those
business people why realise
they may be missing cut on a
‘compelilive advaniage by nat
joining the Internet. The troulle
is, many of thasa publications
secm Lo be ol the "get rich
Quick” vanely and, 1f Lhe Lruth
ware told. are often not worth
Ing paper they are prinled on,

However, ‘The Internct
Edge in Business’ has plenty
mare (o offer than this,
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Basically a guide to
getting your
business online, it
briefly talks abut lhe
history of the Net.
then looks ar rhe
tools svailable from
a business
perspective (Such
as email, USENE!I
néws on the Web) -
mentioning
standards and
problems as well as
the obvious
advantages of the
technology.

Then cyberiaw,
security, netiquetie
ang specitic uses of
the Net are
discussed. Afier
that, a ‘recipe’ for putting your
business online s given
together with case swdies of
companies that have
successfully made the
migration onto the Nel. Finally,
3 discussion of "'where i is all
going’ is given and a useful
:sCouice fuide is given.

For 2 boot of less than
300 pages it covers a greal
deal of ground and perhaps (he
only real criticism of it 1s that
the materal included may be
1o cursory ror some. Perhags
you'll buy this only (¢ gel a
bigger. more detailed. book in
me future? Still, as an
introduction o what the Net
has (0 offer business - and
the problems that you may
encounter when gelling onhine
- .'s ideal. And maybe for the
time-is-manay BUSINRSS person
this aegree of brevily is an
advaentage? Oh ycs. another
plus for it, you even getr a
multi-platform CO-ROM (PC,
Mac and UNIX) full of Internet
software...



